Foreword  by Van Oystaeyen, F.
Anyone interested in the life and work of E. Noether is aware of the dob:uments 
and literature on this subject. Mathematicians who knew E. Noether personally, 
a.o. L3.L. van der Waerden, have published their reminiscences of her, while recent 
publications devoted to her include an interesting edition of E. Noether’s collected 
works. The aim of the present collection of papers i!j, not to supplement the existing 
literatur: on E. Noether’s work, but just to be a ring theorist’s “homma.ge” to one 
of the founders of the field. On behalf of ah contributors, this volume 1s dedicated 
to the memory of E. Noether. 
The personal history of E. Noether always seems to cal! for remarks on the 
“woman in mathematics” theme, usually of a fairly obviotis type. I hope to avoid 
this, but nevertheless allow me to state one thought I associate to E. Noether’s tory. 
Mathematicians, knowing that four colours suffice and that even simple objects like 
curves cannot be characterized by the genus, should be the first to really do away 
with racial or sexual prejudices. 
F. VAN OYSTAEYEN 
